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DIVISION 5. COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES [5000 - 5987] ( Division 5 repealed and added by Stats. 1967, Ch.
1667.)
PART 2. THE BRONZAN-MCCORQUODALE ACT [5600 - 5772] ( Heading of Part 2 amended by Stats. 1992, Ch. 1374,
Sec. 14.)

CHAPTER 2. The County Performance Contract [5650 - 5667] ( Heading of Chapter 2 amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 89, Sec.
109.)

5650. (a) The State Department of Health Care Services and each county shall have a performance contract for community mental
health services, the Mental Health Services Act, the Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness grant, the Community
Mental Health Services Block Grant, and other federal grants or other county mental health programs.

(b) The department shall develop the county mental health services performance contract, which shall be effective for an initial
period of three years. The department shall provide the three-year performance contract to the county by January 2 of the year the
existing performance contract expires. The county shall adopt, execute, and return the performance contract by May 1 of the year
the existing contract expires.

(c) The department may extend the term of the contract for two one-year periods. If the department extends the term of the
performance contract, the department shall notify the county by January 2 of the year the existing performance contract expires. The
county shall adopt, execute, and return the extension to the performance contract by May 1 of the year the existing contract expires.

(d) The department may amend the contract at any time during the term of the contract and the county shall have 90 days from
receipt of an amendment to adopt, execute, and return the amendment to the department.

(e) For the purposes of this chapter, provisions of law referring to the county shall be construed to include counties, counties acting
jointly, and cities receiving funds pursuant to Section 5701.5.

(Repealed and added by Stats. 2018, Ch. 424, Sec. 13. (SB 1495) Effective January 1, 2019.)

5650.5. Any other provision of law referring to the county Short-Doyle plan shall be construed as referring to the county mental
health services performance contract described in this chapter.

(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 89, Sec. 113. Effective June 30, 1991.)

5651. (a) Counties shall comply with the terms of the county mental health services performance contract.
(b) The county mental health services performance contract shall include all of the following provisions:

(1) That the county shall comply with the expenditure requirements of Section 17608.05.

(2) That the county shall provide services to persons receiving involuntary treatment as required by Part 1 (commencing with
Section 5000) and Part 1.5 (commencing with Section 5585).

(3) That the county shall comply with all requirements necessary for Medi-Cal reimbursement for mental health treatment services
and case management programs provided to Medi-Cal eligible individuals, including, but not limited to, the provisions set forth in
Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 5700), and that the county shall submit cost reports and other data to the department in the
form and manner determined by the State Department of Health Care Services.

(4) That the local mental health advisory board has reviewed and approved procedures ensuring citizen and professional
involvement at all stages of the planning process pursuant to Section 5604.2.

(5) That the county shall comply with all provisions and requirements in law pertaining to patient rights.
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(6) That the county shall comply with all requirements in federal law and regulation, and all agreements, certifications, assurances,
and policy letters, pertaining to federally funded mental health programs, including, but not limited to, the Projects for Assistance in
Transition from Homelessness grant and Community Mental Health Services Block Grant programs.

(7) That the county shall provide all data and information set forth in Sections 5610 and 5664.

(8) That the county, if it elects to provide the services described in Chapter 2.5 (commencing with Section 5670), shall comply with
guidelines established for program initiatives outlined in that chapter.

(9) That the county shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations for all services delivered, including all laws, regulations,
and guidelines of the Mental Health Services Act.

(10) The State Department of Health Care Services’ ability to monitor the county’s three-year program and expenditure plan and
annual update pursuant to Section 5847.

(11) Other information determined to be necessary by the director, to the extent this requirement does not substantially increase
county costs.

(c) The State Department of Health Care Services may include contract provisions for other federal grants or county mental health
programs in this performance contract.

(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 424, Sec. 14. (SB 1495) Effective January 1, 2019.)

5652.5. (a) Each county shall utilize available private and private nonprofit mental health resources and facilities in the county prior
to developing new county-operated resources or facilities when these private and private nonprofit mental health resources or
facilities are of at least equal quality and cost as county-operated resources and facilities and shall utilize available county resources
and facilities of at least equal quality and cost prior to new private and private nonprofit resources and facilities. All the available local
public or private and private nonprofit facilities shall be utilized before state hospitals are used.

(b) Nothing in this section shall prevent a county from restructuring its systems of care in the manner it believes will provide the best
overall care.

(Repealed and added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 89, Sec. 125. Effective June 30, 1991.)

5652.7. A county shall have only 60 days from the date of submission of an application to review and certify or deny an application
to establish a new mental health care provider. If an application requires review by the State Department of Health Care Services,
the department shall also have only 60 days from the date of submission of the application to review and certify or deny an
application to establish a new mental health care provider.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 34, Sec. 123. (SB 1009) Effective June 27, 2012.)

5653. (a) Optimum use shall be made of appropriate local public and private organizations, community professional personnel, and
state agencies. Optimum use shall also be made of federal, state, county, and private funds that may be available for mental health
planning.

(b) In order that maximum utilization be made of federal and other funds made available to the Department of Rehabilitation, the
Department of Rehabilitation may serve as a contractual provider under the provisions of a county plan of vocational rehabilitation
services for persons with mental health disorders.

(Amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 144, Sec. 101. (AB 1847) Effective January 1, 2015.)

5653.1. |n conducting evaluation, planning, and research activities, counties may contract with public or private agencies.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 34, Sec. 125. (SB 1009) Effective June 27, 2012.)

5654. |n order to serve the increasing needs of children and adolescents with mental and emotional problems, county mental health
programs may use funds for the purposes of consultation and training.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 34, Sec. 126. (SB 1009) Effective June 27, 2012.)

5655. Al departments of state government and all local public agencies shall cooperate with county officials to assist them in mental
health planning. The State Department of Health Care Services shall, upon request and with available staff, provide consultation
services to the local mental health directors, local governing bodies, and local mental health advisory boards.

If the Director of Health Care Services considers any county to be failing, in a substantial manner, to comply with any provision of
this code or any regulation, the director shall order the county to appear at a hearing, before the director or the director’s designee,
to show cause why the department should not take action as set forth in this section. The county shall be given at least 20 days’
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notice of the hearing. The director shall consider the case on the record established at the hearing and make final findings and
decision.

If the director determines that there is or has been a failure, in a substantial manner, on the part of the county to comply with any
provision of this code or any regulations, and that administrative sanctions are necessary, the department may invoke any, or any
combination of, the following sanctions:

(a) Withhold part or all of state mental health funds from the county.

(b) Require the county to enter into negotiations for the purpose of ensuring county compliance with those laws and regulations.
(c) Bring an action in mandamus or any other action in court as may be appropriate to compel compliance. Any action filed in
accordance with this section shall be entitled to a preference in setting a date for a hearing.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 34, Sec. 127. (SB 1009) Effective June 27, 2012.)

5657. (a) The private organization or private nonprofit organization awarded a contract with the county agency to supply mental
health services under this part shall provide an invoice to the county for the amount of the payment due within 60 days of the date
the services are supplied, as long as that date is at least 60 days from the date the county has received distribution of mental health
funds from the state.

(b) Any county that, without reasonable cause, fails to make any payment within 60 days of the required payment date to a private
organization or private nonprofit organization awarded a contract with the county agency to supply mental health services under this
part, for an undisputed claim which was properly executed by the claimant and submitted to the county, shall pay a penalty of 0.10
percent of the amount due, per day, from the 61st day after the required payment date.

(c) For the purposes of this section, “required payment date” means any of the following:

(1) The date on which payment is due under the terms of the contract.

(2) If a specific date is not established by contract, the date upon which an invoice is received, if the invoice specifies payment is
due upon receipt.

(3) If a specific date is not established by contract or invoice, 60 days after receipt of a proper invoice for the amount of the
payment due.

(d) The penalty assessed under this section shall not be paid from the Bronzan-McCorquodale program funds or county matching
funds. The penalty provisions of this section shall not apply to the late payment of any federal funds or Medi-Cal funds.

(Amended by Stats. 2004, Ch. 183, Sec. 374. Effective January 1, 2005.)

5664. (a) In consultation with the County Behavioral Health Directors Association of California, the State Department of Health Care
Services, the Behavioral Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission, the California Behavioral Health Planning
Council, and the California Health and Human Services Agency, county behavioral health systems shall provide reports and data to
meet the information needs of the state, as necessary.

(b) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2025, if amendments to the Mental Health Services Act are approved by the
voters at the March 5, 2024, statewide primary election.

(Repealed (in Sec. 30) and added by Stats. 2023, Ch. 790, Sec. 31. (SB 326) Effective October 12, 2023. Operative January 1, 2025, by its own
provisions.)

5665. After the development of performance outcome measures pursuant to Section 5610, whenever a county makes a substantial
change in its allocation of mental health funds among services, facilities, programs, and providers, it shall, at a regularly scheduled

public hearing of the board of supervisors, document that it based its decision on the most cost-effective use of available resources
to maximize overall client outcomes, and provide this documentation to the department.

(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 89, Sec. 131. Effective June 30, 1991.)

5667. (a) A community mental health center shall be considered to be a licensed facility for all purposes, including all provisions of
the Health and Safety Code and the Insurance Code.

(b) For purposes of this section, “community mental health center” means any entity that is one of the following:

(1) A city or county mental health program.

(2) A facility funded under the federal Community Mental Health Centers Act, contained in Subchapter 3 (commencing with Section
2681) of Chapter 33 of Title 42 of the United States Code.
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(3) A nonprofit agency that has a contract with a county mental health program to provide both of the following:

(A) A comprehensive program of mental health services in an outpatient setting designed to improve the function of persons
with diagnosed mental health problems pursuant to procedures governing all aspects of the program formulated with the aid of
multidisciplinary staff, including physicians and surgeons, all of whom serve on quality assurance and utilization review
committees.

(B) Diagnostic and therapeutic services for individuals with diagnosed mental health problems, together with related
counseling.

(Amended by Stats. 1995, Ch. 712, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1996.)




